go           FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE
Monckton Milnes on the first day and Lord
Palmenton on the second, the motion to appoint
a committee was carried by 305 to 148. Thus
the Coalition Government fell. Lord Derby
tried to form a Government but did not succeed,
Lord John Russell likewise failed, and Palmerston
was then summoned. His Cabinet did not differ
greatly from that of Lord Aberdeen, but when
Palmerston, against the wishes of a large number
of his supporters, decided to appoint the com-
mittee for which Roebuck had pressed, several
Ministers resigned, among them Sidney Herbert
But those who had expected Florence Nightin-
gale to be handicapped when Herbert was out
of office met with disappointment. Although he
no longer held an official position, he remained
very influential in the administration, and he
promised Florence that, if she continued to send
her reports to him, he would see that they received
the most careful consideration in the tight
quarters* Florence was glad to accept his sug-
gestion, for she could write to Herbert more
freely than to anyone else, and her trust in him
was absolute. It was true that there had been a
serious disagreement between them, and that
Florence had felt herself harshly treated. In
December 1854, a fresh batch of female nurses,
nearly fifty in number, had been sent to the East.
Herbert accepted the responsibility for despatch-
ing this additional contingent, and could not
njodcrstajod why Florence was so indignant on